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Executive Summary

This briefing offers a concise overview of essential information to consider before the
general election. The key reminder is of course, charities can campaign during a
general election to advance their charitable purpose. However, there are rules that
apply.! The Charity Commission and the Electoral Commission are the two bodies in
charge of overseeing that charities comply with the regulation in place. Key rules for
organisations in the period leading up to an election are:

Do Don’'t

< Remain impartial -2 Become associated with a candidate

candidates and ask for their support

< Encourage public and

debate on your issues

awareness

< Encourage supporters to write to their
candidates about your issues

) or party
v Speak to candidates as part of
promoting debate -2 Use the language of one party
v Promote your policy goals to | t2Reciprocate support if a candidate

supports you

-2 Compare policies in a way that intends
to promote one party

<> Intend to influence how people vote

-2 Staff should not share their personal
political views while representing the
charity.

Here's a version to share with colleagues

! Charity Commission, ‘Campaigning and political activity - what do charities need to consider ahead of

a general election?’ (20 May 2024) available at

https://charitycommission.blog.gov.uk/2024/05/20/campaigning-and-political-activity-what-do-charities
-need-to-consider-ahead-of-a-general-election/, last accessed 23 May 2024
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https://principleconsulting.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/GE-election-campaigning-dos-and-donts.png
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INTRODUCTION

Whilst the announcement of the General Election may have left many flustered and
feeling a sense of rush and urgency, there is no need to panic. The calling of a general
election now provides us with a definitive timeline which offers everyone a positive sense
of direction. This guide will outline everything you need to know and what you can do in
the lead-up to the General Election.

The general message of this guidance is clear, as a charity you can continue to campaign
on relevant issues to your cause and purpose. However you must make sure this is done
in line with the rules. We recommend trustees to follow principles of good governance
and keep written records to justify their decisions.

The Lobbying Act 2014 and the Elections Act 2022 introduced rules about who can and
cannot campaign in an election without registering as a political organisation. If you are
spending less than £10,000 on campaigning in the 365-day period leading up to a
general election (including polling day), you shouldn't need to register — so this is unlikely
to affect many small charities. In the event your charity is spending more than £10,000 on
campaigning during this period, you should consult the Electoral Commission's guidance
and code of conduct to determine if you need to notify the Electoral Commission or
register as a non-party campaigner.?

This guide is divided into five main sections:

Section 1 outlines the timeline of events, providing you with key dates you should keep in
mind from now to the 4th of July.

Section 2 explains the key roles and responsibilities of both the Charity Commission and
the Election Commission during a general election period.

Section 3 outlines political activity and campaigning for charities. It dives into the
definition of a political activity, rules on such activities, what to consider when working
with politicians during this period and any other relevant information.

Section 4 offers some guidance on staff engagement. At Principle Consulting we are
here to help our clients, any questions or concerns you may have after reading this guide,
please do not hesitate to contact us.

2 Lloyds Bank Foundation, ‘What to expect when you're expecting a general election’ (2023) 1, 12.
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Section 1: GENERAL ELECTION TIMELINE

A clear outline of what's to come:

o~

“Wash up” Period: 24-30 May

e In Parliament, a ‘wash up' period represents a time in which there is an
opportunity for parliament to get through any uncontroversial bills that they
would like to pass, essentially expediting the legislation process. This will normally
require cross-party cooperation to agree on which bills will be pushed through.

e The likely candidates in this wash up period include the Tobacco and Vapes Bill

and the Victims and Prisoners Bill.

2. Parliament Dissolved: 30 May

e At this point, all business in the House of Commons comes to a close and there are
no longer any MPs, with every seat in the House of Commons becoming vacant.
e Covernment ministers, however, continue in their post until a new government is

formed following the election.

e Members of the House of Lords retain their positions but all business in the House

ends.

e Parliament email addresses (@parliamentuk) will be deactivated during this
period. Contact details to access them will likely be available on their welbsites or
social media pages. Across any communications, they shouldn't be referred to as

an MP, but rather a candidate or PPC.

e Covernment activity, which includes the activity of public bodies, is restricted from
this point onwards as part of the ‘pre-election period’ (previously referred to as
‘purdah’). The aim of this is to ensure public money isn't spent in support of party
political campaigning on behalf of the Government, keeping the civil service

impartial.

3. Manifesto Launches: June

e There are no set dates for manifestos to be launched and the parties decide.

e Since 1997, Labour and Conservative manifestos have lbeen launched between

18-29 days before the election, often within a few days of each other.

e Institute for Government estimates that the Manifestos are likely to be launched
between 5 and 16 June®. Previous election year data shows that often the

opposition launches their manifesto before the incumbent government.

% Institute for Government, ‘General election JUly 2024: what happens next?’ (23 May 2024) available at
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainer/uk-general-election-july-2024, last accessed 23
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Last Day to Register to Vote: 18 June

This is the last date to register to vote.

Polling Day: 4 July

Polling stations open at 7am and close at 10pm.

For people voting in person, photographic 1D will, for the first time in a general
election, be required.

Once voting closes at 10pm, an exit poll is announced. This is a survey of in-person
voters taken from a sample of approximately 150 constituencies in England,
Scotland and Wales. Exit polls have taken place in various forms since 1974, and
have correctly predicted the largest party on every occasion.”

The Forming of Government: 9 July

Elected MPs are sworn in and the new Speaker of the House of Commons is
elected.

State Opening of Parliament: 17 July

The State Opening of Parliament will mark the formal start of the new parliament,
with the Monarch's Speech setting out the government's agenda for the coming
session, outlining proposed policies and legislation.

* ibid.
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Section 2: THE CHARITY COMMISSION AND
THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION

The Charity Commission

The Charity Commission is the independent regulator of charities in England and Wales.
It registers charities and ensures they meet the necessary requirements. In the lead-up to
the general election on the 4th of July, the Charity Commission will closely monitor
whether charities comply with the regulatory framework. This vigilance ensures that all
charitable organisations adhere to legal requirements and maintain the public's trust
during the election period. The Charity Commission has quasi-judicial powers, and some
decisions can be appealed to higher courts?

“You (charity leaders) may see this as a critical moment to speak up for the cause
you serve, and that is legitimate and healthy for our country” Charity Cormmission
chair Orlando Fraser.®

The Commission is a risk-led regulator, meaning it prioritises and addresses the most
serious issues to ensure charities operate effectively and uphold public trust. Its approach
focuses on preventing harm, addressing issues efficiently, and using resources to manage
the highest risks.”

When the Charity Commission identifies a risk, it assesses it based on:

e |mpact of the Risk: Evaluating the potential harm and considering the charity's
size, profile, and activities.

e Likelihood of the Risk Materialising: Determining how probable it is for the risk to
occur.

The assessment also includes:

e Reliability of available evidence.

e Previous regulatory interactions with the charity.

e Actions the charity has already taken to manage the risk.
® |nvolvement of other agencies in managing the risk.

® GOV.UK, ‘Policy Paper: Regulatory and Risk Framework’ (2020) 1

¢ Charity Commission, ‘Campaigning and political activity - what do charities need to consider ahead of
a general election?’ (20 May 2024) available at
https://charitycommission.blog.gov.uk/2024/05/20/campaigning-and-political-activity-what-do-charities
-need-to-consider-ahead-of-a-general-election/, last accessed 23 May 2024

” GOV.UK supra (n 5).
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If harm has already occurred, the Charity Commission assesses both the actual harm and
the risk of future harm 2

The Electoral Commission

The Electoral Commmission is the independent body that oversees elections and regulates
political finance in the UK. Their role includes various activities throughout the general
election period,? as can be seen below.

Before the election, they:
e Provide guidance to Returning Officers who run the election and to political
parties/candidates standing in the election.
Run campaigns so people know when the deadlines are for registering to vote.
e Publish information about the donations political parties, campaigners, and other
groups receive, and how much money they spend.

During the election, they:
e Assess the performance of Returning Officers running the elections.
e Ensure people have all the information they need to vote.

After the election, they:
e Publish reports on how well-run the election was, and recommend what would
improve future elections
e Publish information about the donations political parties, campaigners and other
groups receive, and the money they have spent
e Publish electoral data including the size of the electorate, turnout, the numlber of
rejected ballot papers, and information on postal voting.

Electoral Commission Guidance for Non-Party Campaigners During a General
Election

The Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA) underlines that there
are spending, donations, and reporting laws that apply depending on how much you
spend during a UK Parliamentary general election. The law outlines particular spending
allowances as well as the registration and reporting requirements. The laws apply
throughout the ‘regulated period’ which is the 365 days leading up to and including
polling day.

Activities that may be regulated throughout the ‘regulated period’ include:

8 ibid.
® The Electoral Commission, ‘What we do in election’ (15 September 2019) available at
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/what-we-do-elections,

last accessed 23 May 2024
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The production or publication of material which is made available to the public
Canvassing, or market research seeking views or information from the public
Press conferences, or other media events

Transport of persons to any place or places with a view to obtaining publicity
Public rallies or other public events, other than annual conferences of the
non-party campaigner or any public procession or protest meeting

The Elections Act 2022"° also introduced the requirement of the Electoral Commmission to
produce a Code of Practice” on the law relating to non-party campaigner spending.

Further details on specific matters can be found below:

Overview of Non-Party Campaigner Reguirements
Spending Limits as a Non-Party Campaigner
When Non-Party Campaigner Laws Appl
Regulated Campaign Activities

10 The Electoral Comm|SS|on ‘About the Elections Act (5 July 2021) available at

occessed 23 May 2024
" The Electoral Comm|SS|on ‘Non party campaigner Code of Practice’ available at

-practice, last accessed 23 May
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https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/non-party-campaigners-uk-parliamentary-general-elections/overview-non-party-campaigner-requirements
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/non-party-campaigners-uk-parliamentary-general-elections/spending-limits
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/non-party-campaigners-uk-parliamentary-general-elections/when-do-non-party-campaigner-laws-apply
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/non-party-campaigners-uk-parliamentary-general-elections/regulated-campaign-activities/what-are-regulated-campaign-activities
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/non-party-campaigner-code-practice
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-views/elections-act/about-elections-act
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Section 3: POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND
CAMPAIGNING FOR CHARITIES

What is a political activity?

The Charity Commission defines political activity as efforts to change or influence policies
or decisions by:

e National, devolved, local, or overseas governments
e Public bodies, including international organisations like the UN and World Bank,
and national or local bodies like regulators or NHS Trust.

Examples include advocating for changes in education policies or persuading a
government to reduce VAT.”?

Rules on political activity

Charities can engage in political activity if it supports their purpose and is in their best
interests. However, political activity must not become the charity's primary focus.
Charities must remain independent and not support any political party.

Trustees should check their governing document for any specific powers or restrictions
related to political activity.”

Engaging in political activity
Political activity must align with the charity's purpose. Trustees should:

Act within the charity’'s governing document.
Be honest and act in the charity's interests.
Be informed and consider relevant factors.
Manage conflicts of interest.

Make reasonable decisions.
Policies

Charities can campaign on issues that align with their policies, even if these coincide with
a political party, as long as they maintain independence and do not encourage support
for that or any party.

12 GOV.UK, ‘Political activity and campaigning by charities’ (12 October 2022) available at
https:/www.gov.uk/quidance/political-activity-and-campaigning-by-charities, last accessed 23 May
2024

B ibid.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/political-activity-and-campaigning-by-charities
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Publicity

In publicity materials, charities can express views related to their purposes but must avoid
comparing their views with those of political parties or candidates. They can outline party
policies but must not endorse any party.

Charities can publish candidate views relevant to their purposes to stimulate public
interest and debate, but must not encourage support for specific parties or candidates.
Publishing a manifesto to raise awareness of issues is acceptable if it doesn't aim to
influence voter behaviour.

Charities must refuse political party requests to refer to them in party manifestos to avoid
appearing partisan.

Legal Compliance

Under the Local Government Act 1986, local authorities and organisations receiving local
authority funding, including charities, must not promote political parties. Electoral law
also has rules for non-party campaigners, requiring registration if campaigning appears
election-related and exceeds spending limits. Charities must ensure compliance to avoid
breaching charity and local government laws.

Use of Facilities

Charities, such as schools, may be legally required to make premises available to
candidates for public meetings. If not required, they can charge normal rates for facility
use, at the same rate to all candidates, or refuse use if it risks alienating beneficiaries or
causing public disorder.*

Working with politicians

Charities can support policies backed by political parties if it aligns with their purpose and
maintains independence. They can engage with political figures but must avoid
promoting party political messages or providing resources to candidates.

14 Charity Commission for England and Wales, ‘Guidance - Charities, Elections and Referendums’ (7
November 2022) available at

vity- bv chcmtles cc9/charities-elections-and-referendums, last accessed 23 May 2024
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/speaking-out-guidance-on-campaigning-and-political-activity-by-charities-cc9/charities-elections-and-referendums
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/speaking-out-guidance-on-campaigning-and-political-activity-by-charities-cc9/charities-elections-and-referendums
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Charities must ensure neutrality and avoid endorsing any political party or candidate,
especially during election periods.

Charities must not support or oppose political parties or candidates, nor donate funds to
them. They can invite political representatives to public meetings, provided they do not
promote party support and engage with a wide political spectrum when appropriate.

Charities can approach election candidates to discuss issues but must avoid associations
that imply endorsement. Employees involved in charity campaigning should not use
their roles to suggest charity support for any candidate.

Charities must not assist candidates in their campaigns. Employees with personal
political involvement should declare potential conflicts of interest to their employer.®

Other campaigning

Charities can also engage in non-political campaigning that furthers their purpose, such
as public education or ensuring compliance with existing laws. This can complement
political activity as part of a broader focus on their charitable goals.”®

5 GOV.UK, ‘Political activity and campaigning by charities’ (12 October 2022) available at
https:/www.gov.uk/quidance/political-activity-and-campaigning-by-charities, last accessed 23 May
2024

1% ibid.
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Section 4. STAFF ENGAGEMENT

As charity leaders and trustees, it's your duty to ensure your charity adheres to rules on
political activity and campaigning. This includes educating staff and volunteers on these
rules, as the responsibility remains with you even if you delegate tasks.

Trustees must regularly assess the impact of political activity on the charity's assets and
reputation. High-risk activities should be justified by their potential benefits and
managed with respect and tolerance.”

The Charity Commission, on its guidance on Charities and Social Media,® outlines the
rules on social media posts by trustees, volunteers or staff in a personal capacity. In light
of the general election, if any staff memlber wants to be involved in campaigning for a
candidate or party, it should be made clear to them that they need to do this in their own
time and should very clearly not associate themselves with their charity when doing any
public communications. For example, if someone is sharing messages on Twitter in
support of a candidate or party, they should not mention the charity they work for in their
bio or handle.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Principle is here to support you throughout the general election period. If you have any
comments or guestions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with a member of our
team. We are committed to providing the guidance and assistance you need to navigate
this important time effectively.

7 ibid.
'8 The Charity Commission, ‘Press Release: Regulator publishes new guidance on charities’ social media

use’ (18 September 2023) available at Regulator publishes new guidance on charities’ social media use -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk), last accessed 23 May 2024



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/regulator-publishes-new-guidance-on-charities-social-media-use
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/regulator-publishes-new-guidance-on-charities-social-media-use
http://www.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/regulator-publishes-new-guidance-on-charities-social-media-use

